Synthesis of the title compound follows the bromination of 3-acetyl-coumarin in presence of СНС1з [1] .
Discussion
The coumarin moiety with various groups at position 3 has given rise to many derivatives of biological and structural importance. 3-bromoacetylcoumarin [ 1 ] is a key intermediate in the synthesis of some 3-heterocyclic coumarins [2] and many other compounds of biological relevance [3] . A preliminary examination of its structure shows that due to free rotation about the C(3)-CO bond this molecule can have two conformations. In these two conformers the carbonyl group attached to C(3) can be S-cis® or S-trans(II) to C(3)-C(4) double bond of the pyrone ring. Further, many O-haloketones are known to exhibit interesting conformations [4] which have been explained using different projection formulae. To establish the preferred conformation of the title compound in the solid state, the structure analysis has been carried out. (5)° is small compared to that observed 3-acetyl-6-bromocoumarin [6] and this may be due to the heavy atoms Br(l) and Br(2) attached to C(12). The bond lengths and angles in the coumarin moiety agree with the values observed in 3-bromoacetylcoumarin [5] with in the experimental errors. As usual the bond lengths and angles in the benzene ring shows variations due to fusion of the pyrone ring [6] and have an average value 1.392(9) Ä and 120.0° respectively. The C(3)-C(4) and C(2)-0 (2) SHELXS-86 [7] , SHELX-76 [8] , ORTEP [9] 8-Methoxy-3-dibromoacetylcoumarin (7) 0.52(1) 1.459 (6) 0.28(1) 1.445 (6) 0.15(1) 1.466 (7) 0.35 (1) C/is, 0.730(4) 0.0670(2) 0.953 (4) 0.0720(2) 1.018 (4) 0.0880(2) 1.062 (5) 0.1840(3) 
